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Novel Guide: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson [1886]
     
 In 1885 Robert Louis Stevenson had a terrible nightmare; after telling his wife about his dream, he wrote it down--the result was the short novel Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  When it was published in 1887, it was an instant hit.  The Times said it was a “study in the art of fantastic literature"; others praised it as a powerful parable about the dichotomy of human nature [outward respectability vs. internal evil].
The novel is a classic good vs. evil story—but with a twist—because both good and evil reside within the same man, Dr. Henry Jekyll, who discovers that “man is not truly one, but truly two” (43).  It is interesting to note that the novel was published in the nineteenth century, a time when there was a considerable amount of attention upon the concept of man’s double self (often referred to as a doppelganger, a term taken from German literary criticism).

Things to remember/ideas to look for while reading:

· Chapter titles are important—they tell the whole story of the novel!

· The story is told from three perspectives: chapters 1-8 are told by an omniscient narrator [although Mr. Utterson is clearly the central consciousness]; chapter 9 is from Dr. Lanyon’s point-of-view, an chapter 10 is from Dr. Jekyll’s.

· The novel is a tale of addiction and self-destruction—Jekyll is like an addict with the chemical mixture; he has the shakes, he sweats, etc.

· The color red—wine is mentioned throughout; the laboratory door is red [see chapter 8], and the chemical mixture is red (40).

· Wine is mentioned quite frequently, for this is a tale of addiction.  Note the following:

CH 1, p. 1: Utterson / wine

CH 2, p. 7: Lanyon / wine

CH 3, p. 12: Dinner at Jekyll’s / wine

CH 5, p. 20: Utterson and Guest / wine

CH 8, p. 27: Utterson offers wine to Poole

CH 10, p. 44: Hyde delights Jekyll “like wine”

· Windows: They say “the eyes are the windows to the soul”; windows also let in light, they allow us to see the world outside—and for the world to see in.  Windows are mentioned frequently in the novel—and they illustrate Jekyll’s deterioration.  Please check the following:

CH 1, p. 2: no window on the lower storey

p. 4: 3 windows on the first floor are clean

CH 4, p. 14: Sir Danver Carew’s murder is viewed through a window

CH 5, p. 18: 3 windows are now dusty and barred

CH 7: “Incident at the Window”—Utterson and Enfield see Jekyll begin to change in to Mr. Hyde

· What does the novel tell us about friendship?  About good vs. evil in mankind?  About the role of science?

· Keep your eyes open for descriptions of and changes in the following list of characters:

Characters:


· Mr. Gabriel Utterson: though Utterson does not narrate the story, he is the central consciousness of the novel; Utterson is also the legal counsel for [and a close friend to] Dr. Jekyll and Dr. Lanyon.
· Mr. Richard Enfield: a distant cousin of Mr. Utterson, Enfield is Utterson’s complete opposite in many ways.  One of their weekly Sunday walks together opens chapter one.
· Dr. Henry Jekyll: a respected London physician, Dr. Jekyll has alienated some of his friends because of his experiments concerning the dual nature of mankind.
· Edward Hyde: the search to determine who Edward Hyde is constitutes the first half of the novel [remember, we know that Jekyll and Hyde are the same person, but early readers of the novel did not know this].
· Dr. Hastie Lanyon: Dr. Jekyll’s closest friend for many years, yet Lanyon broke with Jekyll due to a differing opinion regarding the experiments Jekyll is committed to.
· Poole: Dr. Jekyll’s trusted male servant.
· Mr. Guest: Mr. Utterson’s secretary; he discovers a similarity between Jekyll and Hyde’s handwriting.  
· Sir Danvers Carew: a distinguished M.P. [Member of Parliament] whose murder by Hyde causes a turning point in the novel.
· Inspector Newcomen of Scotland Yard:  accompanies Utterson in the search of Hyde’s home after the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.

The Significance of Names:
Jekyll: In French “I kill.”
Hyde: Jekyll may try to “hide” his evil side, but it becomes his downfall.
Gabriel John Utterson [35]: Gabriel is one of the four archangels, usually given the role of a divine messenger. John, Utterson’s middle name, is shared by several important New Testament figures: John the Baptist who sent the Apostle John to Jesus; John, who wrote the three epistles; and, finally, there is John, who wrote Revelations. The point is that both of Utterson’s names, Gabriel and John, allude to men who were revealers or explainers of the truth. Utterson’s last name is also important--he utters much of the story to the reader.


Chapter Questions to Consider:   Chapter 1.   Story of the Door [5]
1. What do Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield have in common?  Why do they so enjoy their Sunday walks?
2. Mr. Enfield describes Mr. Hyde as being “like Satan” [3]--what are the reactions of the other characters in the chapter?  Why?
3. Mr. Hyde unlocks the mysterious door with a key.  Why is this significant?  What does it mean to “hold a key” to something?
4. Why does Mr. Enfield call the building with the strange door “Black Mail House”?  [4]
5.  As Mr. Enfield states, “it’s hard to say where one [building] ends and another begins” in this part of London; he notes that the building with the sinister door is somehow connected to the home of the person who has signed the mysterious check.  Read the bottom of page four carefully; what might these buildings foreshadow?
6.  What qualities does Utterson possess that make him a good narrator?

VOCABULARY
1. COUNTENANCE [1]: facial expression
2. DISCOURSE [1]: conversation
3. AUSTERE [1]: harsh, stern, severely simple
4. UNDEMONSTRATIVE [1]: does not show feeling
5. JUGGERNAUT [3]: an unstoppable force
6. SAWBONES [3]: doctor
7. APOCRYPHAL [4]: of doubtful authenticity

 Chapter 2:   Search for Mr. Hyde [6]
1. In the beginning of the chapter, Mr. Utterson looks at Dr. Jekyll’s will--why?
2. Who is searching for Mr. Hyde--and why?
3. When Mr. Utterson meets Mr. Hyde, Mr. Hyde catches Utterson in a lie. What is this lie and what does it illustrate about Mr. Utterson [connecting him to the theme of the novel]?
4. Utterson thinks, “O my poor old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read Satan’s signature upon a face, it is on that of your new friend.” [10]  What does this quote mean? [Put it in your own words.]
5.  After meeting Hyde, where does Utterson go?  What is he afraid of?

VOCABULARY
1.  DIVINITY [6]: the character of being godly or divine
2.  EYESORE [6]:  something painful to look at
3.  GENIALITY [7]: friendly, kindly

Chapter 3:   Dr. Jekyll Was Quite at Ease [2]
1.  After Jekyll’s dinner party, Utterson expresses his concerns to Dr. Jekyll.  What is Jekyll’s response?  What does he say about Mr. Hyde?  Why, in his opinion, has he broken off his friendship with Dr. Lanyon?  Why is it significant that Jekyll calls Lanyon a “hide-bound pedant”? [12]
2.  Describe the control Dr. Jekyll claims to have over his relationship with Mr. Hyde.
3. Dr. Jekyll does not ask Mr. Utterson to like Mr. Hyde, but he does ask him to ______ .

VOCABULARY
1. FORTNIGHT [12]:  14 nights; 2 weeks
2. PEDANT [12]:  one who overvalues his learning and shows it off; one who rigidly obeys rules/details.
3.  HERESY [12]:  an unorthodox opinion, esp. in religion

Chapter 4:  The Carew Murder Case [4]
1. The lengthy first paragraph of this chapter underscores the theme of duality in the maid’s description of the night and her description of the brutal murder of Sir Danvers Carew and the differences between Sir Danvers Carew and Mr. Hyde.  Describe why each of these is important.
2. A mysterious letter found upon Sir Danvers Carew addressed to Mr. Utterson requires the police to call for Mr. Utterson [yet we do find out the contents of this letter in this chapter]; this letter, like Dr. Jekyll’s mysterious will, calls attention to the importance of written documents within the story.  After Utterson is called to the murder scene, what does he realize about the murder weapon?  What does this weapon symbolize?  What does it reveal about the theme of duality?
3. What is revealed about Mr. Hyde when his home is searched?

VOCABULARY
1. FEROCITY [14]: cruel fierceness
2. HYPOCRISY [16]: false pretension to personal qualities or principles not actually possessed

Chapter 5:  Incident of the Letter [4]
1. Dr. Jekyll looks “deadly sick” in this chapter, unlike the healthy man he was a year ago [18]. Describe how his physical deterioration is illustrated by the windows of his laboratory, described as “looking out upon the court by three dusty windows barred with iron” [18].  HINT: In chapter one, Enfield had described these windows as “always shut, but they’re clean” [4].  What does this symbolize?  What has happened to Dr. Jekyll over the past year—and why?  What is Stevenson saying about good vs. evil in terms of human nature?
2. What is Jekyll’s promise to Utterson in this chapter?
3. When Utterson and Jekyll speak in chapter five, we are again confronted by their many differences.  Describe them as they are revealed in this chapter.
4. Jekyll shows Utterson a letter signed by Edward Hyde, yet Poole, Jekyll’s servant says they have received no letters.  What does Utterson’s conversation with Mr. Guest [Utterson’s head clerk] reveal?

VOCABULARY
1. RUMINATE [19]: ponder, turn over in the mind, think about
2. M.P. [20]: Member of Parliament
3. QUAINT [21]: curious, unusual, old-fashioned

Chapter 6:  Remarkable incident of Dr. Lanyon [3]
1. In chapter six, Dr. Jekyll seems to feel much better; he even has a party to which he invites his old friend Dr. Lanyon--yet days later Jekyll refuses to see his friend Mr. Utterson.  Utterson, confused, goes to see Dr. Lanyon, who claims to have had a shock from which he will not recover; Lanyon dies soon after.  What happens when Mr. Utterson opens the envelope containing Dr. Lanyon’s will?  What does Mr. Utterson’s reaction reveal about Utterson?
2. How does this chapter, again, emphasize the importance of written documents?  Through this, is the author making a statement about literature?
3. Why are we given so few details in this chapter?  How is this lack of detail meant to affect the reader?

VOCABULARY
1. EMPHATICALLY [24]: stated with emphasis
2. INSCRUTABLE [24]: mysterious, enigmatic

Chapter 7:  Incident at the Window [2]
Questions to Consider:
1. This chapter begins much as chapter one did, with a Sunday walk taken by Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson.  While both are pleased at the disappearance of Mr. Hyde, the men have even more questions about Dr. Jekyll than they did the previous year.  When they see Jekyll, his courtyard is “full of premature twilight,” although the sky overhead is “still bright” [25].  What does this reveal/foreshadow?  Why is it significant that Jekyll is stilling in front of a window “half way open”? [25] Remember that, although the bars on Jekyll’s windows are not mentioned here, they are important.  Describe their significance, both literally and figuratively.
2. This is only Mr. Enfield’s second appearance in the story--and it is his last.  How is he integral to the plot?
3. Describe what Utterson and Enfield see at the end of their conversation with Dr. Jekyll.

VOCABULARY
1. MIEN [25]: bearing, manner, appearance
2. DISCONSOLATE [25]: gloomy

Chapter 8:  The Last Night [9]
1. Carefully analyze the paragraph that begins on page 28.  Write down specific details about the weather that may foreshadow the conclusion to Utterson’s fears.
2. Poole and Utterson desperately want to get inside Jekyll’s laboratory, but they suspect that Mr. Hyde still has the key [31].  Referring back to question 4 in chapter one, why is this significant?
3.  Why does Stevenson have Poole describe Dr. Jekyll’s weeping like that of “a lost soul”? [32]
4. After five swings with the axe, the red door is opened and Poole and Utterson find the twitching body of Edward Hyde.  What does it mean when Utterson realizes “he was looking on the body of a self-destroyer”? [33]
5. The theme of order vs. disorder is important in the text; while parts of Jekyll’s laboratory are orderly, it bothers Utterson, an orderly man, to see the chaos in other parts of Dr. Jekyll’s laboratory.   What, for example, does Utterson find written in Jekyll’s religious books?
6. A large envelope is addressed to Utterson.  What do we find about Jekyll’s new will? What does the note addressed to Utterson ask Utterson to do?

VOCABULARY
1. DIAPHANOUS [28]: transparent
2. CALAMITY [28: disaster
3. SEMBLANCE [33]: appearance, copy
4. ANNOTATED [34]:  to make notes upon

Chapter 9:  Dr. Lanyon’s Narrative [6]
1. In this chapter, Dr. Lanyon’s perspective of the story is told. Why does he, for example, after receiving the letter from Dr. Jekyll, follow Jekyll’s request, although he is sure his friend is “insane”? [37]
2.  Describe Dr. Lanyon’s interaction with Mr. Hyde.  Why is Mr. Hyde both formal/civil [39] and cruel [40]?
3. What question does Hyde ask of Lanyon--and what does Lanyon’s response reveal?
4.  Lanyon says at the end of the chapter, “What he told me in the next hour I cannot bring my mind to set on paper.” [41]  What do you think Hyde told Lanyon?
5.  What kills Dr. Lanyon?  What does his death--the death of a good man--reveal?

VOCABULARY
1. PHIAL [36]: small bottle
2. HANSOM [37]: two-wheeled carriage
3. METAMORPHOSIS [40]: complete change in form, structure, or appearance
4. ENIGMA [40]: mystery


Chapter 10:  Henry Jekyll’s full Statement of the Case [12]
1. Jekyll’s statement reveals not only the dual nature of man but the double standards man applies to his own behavior; in it he describes his initial wish to have wicked experiences without remorse--yet the two sides of his nature reverse, and his evil side clearly dominates his positive nature. Describe how this occurs, and the point the author is making [in the battle of good vs. evil, which is stronger?].
2.  Jekyll was born into a wealthy family--how is this significant?
3.  On page 42, Jekyll says he “was in no sense a hypocrite.”  How does he, then, justify both sides of his personality?
4.  Jekyll gives two reasons why he will not describe his scientific experiments--what are they? [43]
5. Explain the passage on page 43 which begins, “If each, I told myself, could be housed in separate identities,” and ends “and no longer exposed to disgrace and penitence by the hands of this extraneous evil.”
6. Describe Edward Hyde.  Why is he shorter and younger than Dr. Jekyll?  We are told that Hyde is “less robust and less developed” [44].  Why?  What does this suggest about Stevenson’s view of good and evil and their proportions in human nature?
7. On page 45, Jekyll says he “fell in slavery.”  Describe Jekyll’s struggle. How does this occur?  What point is Stevenson trying to make about human nature?
8. Why is it that Hyde gradually begins to appear whenever Jekyll falls asleep?  Jekyll describes waking up as Mr. Hyde on page 47--why does this occur?
9. On the bottom of page 50, Jekyll makes a very revealing statement—while trying to resist becoming Mr. Hyde, he wanted to commit evil [meaning he wanted to commit evil even as Dr. Jekyll].  What point is Stevenson making by allowing Hyde to take over Jekyll’s better nature?
10.  Why does Jekyll commit suicide?  Why does he, while dying, turn into Hyde?
11.  Discuss the novel as a metaphor for Stevenson’s view on the nature of humanity and on the role of science in aiding humankind with its problems.

VOCABULARY
1. TRANSIENT [43]: temporary, momentary
2. ABSTINENCE [43]: to refrain from doing something
3. OBSEQUIOUS [52]: obedient, submissive
4. ASTUTE [52]:  keen in judgment


Questions to keep in mind for reading quizzes:

1. What is the nature of the relationship between Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield?  How is it like Jekyll and Hyde’s relationship?

2. How is Jekyll’s house and laboratory physically situated so as to suggest a symbolic significance to the arrangement?

3. Describe the difference in Jekyll and Hyde’s physical appearance.  What does this suggest to you about Stevenson’s view of good and evil and its proportion to our nature?

4. How are the names Utterson, Jekyll and Hyde symbolic?

5. What qualities does Utterson possess that make him a good narrator?

6. What do Utterson and Enfield see in Jekyll’s face in the chapter “Incident at the Window”?

7. Could Dr. Jekyll’s confession in the final chapter be written by Hyde?  Explain.

8. Explain the passage on page 43 which begins “If each, I told myself, could be housed in separate identities…and no longer exposed to disgrace and penitence by the hands of this extraneous evil.”

9. In the final chapter, what two reasons does Dr. Jekyll give for not explaining the “scientific branch of [his] confession”? [43]

10. Why does Jekyll say that, initially, Mr. Hyde was “less robust and less developed than the good which I had just deposed” [44]?

11. How does the nature of the relationship of Hyde to Jekyll change over time?  Why do you think this change occurs?  What can you infer Stevenson is saying about the relationship of good and evil in the world as a result of this change?

12. What practical reasons does Jekyll give for conducting his experiment into the duality of human nature?

13. Why is it that Hyde gradually begins to spontaneously appear whenever Dr. Jekyll falls asleep?

14. Why is it that Jekyll involves Dr. Lanyon in his escapades?  

15. What changes occur in the actual transformation process from Jekyll to Hyde over time?  

16. What, if any, good qualities are there to Mr. Hyde?

17. Discuss the novel as a metaphor for Stevenson’s view on the nature of humanity.

18. Why is the novel more effective by having all the main characters—Utterson, Jekyll, Lanyon and Sir Danvers Carew—be prominent, well-known, respected men?

19. What statement is Stevenson making about the role of science in aiding humankind with its problems?
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DOPPELGANGER [Literary Term]
