The United States: An Immigrant Nation

I). Colonial Immigration

A. Political freedom

B. Escape Religious Persecution

C. Slavery- Middle Passage
      II) 19th Century Immigration

A. Who and When

1.  Old Immigrants (Pre-Civil War) 

a. Northwest Europe

b. WASP

i. Germany

ii. England

iii. France

2. New Immigrants (Post Civil War)

a. Southeast Europe and Asia

    i.   Italy

    ii.  Poland

    iii. Russia

    iv. Slavic Nations

    v.  China

    vi. Japan

b. Religious Differences

    i.  Catholic

    ii.  Jewish

 c.  Faced resistance from Old Comers

a. Gray Areas

i. Irish 

ii. Chinese

                  B.  Reasons for Immigration



1.  Push Immigration 




a.  Disease




b.  Famine (Irish)




c.  War 




d.  Escape Persecution (Jewish Pogroms in Russia)



2.  Pull Immigration




a.  Economic Opportunity 



      i.  Jobs




      ii. Land

                                    b.  Political Freedom

                    C.  Impact on American Society (Melting Pot, Mixed Salad and Beef Stew)


1.  Acculturation



2.  Assimilation



3.  Americanization

                    D.  Challenges



1.  Coming to America




a.  Steerage




b.  Ellis Island



2.  Living Conditions




a.  Ghettos




b.  Tenement Houses




c.  Sweatshops

                         3.  Working Conditions




a.  Low Wages




b.  Dangerous Conditions




c.  Long Hours




d.  “Irish need not apply”



4.  Social Opposition



a.  Job Competition




b.  Ethnocentrism/Stereotyping




c.  Nativism 



5.  Political Resistance




a.  Know Nothing Party




b.  Chinese Exclusion Act




c.  Populist Party Plank
III.) 20th Century Immigration


A.  Continued Political Resistance



1.  Gentlemen’s Agreement



2.  Literacy Tests after WWI



3.  Emergency Quota Act (1921)


4.  National Origins Act (1924, 1929)

            B.  Xenophobia- 1920s


1.  Ku Klux Klan


2.  Immigration Restriction League



3  Palmer Raids



4. Sacco and Vanzetti

            C. Immigration Reform



1.  Immigration Act of 1965



2.  Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986- Reagan
            D. Contemporary Immigration



1.  Post 9/11 immigration policy


2.  Legal v Illegal Immigration



3.  DACA (Dreamers)


4.  A wall?

