Name: ______________________





Block: ___________

Montana 1948: Exploratory Issues/ Essential Questions Response

Overview: Although this novel takes place in a land far, far away (pardon the lame Star Wars reference) it is a very important novel in how it handles sensitive issues of importance.  It is filled with thematic connections, pop culture references, and most importantly recurring motifs that drive the novel.

Your Task:  Please write an essay in which you take a stand on a particular issue in the novel.  Your essay could focus on any of the themes, motifs, or issues mentioned below.  Use the guidelines to focus your response and build a thorough, relevant answer.  Please use at least one of the following motifs in your answer:
Abuse of Power


Coming of Age


Family Loyalty


Racism


Justice

Your response should thoroughly explain how your chosen motif is evident in the novel (do not over summarize the plot), and explain how this motif is relevant in today’s society.  Therefore, you are asked to look at an issue of importance in the novel and examine how it is present in our world.  This is not an easy assignment.  You are essentially asked to look critically at the text (and how issues are presented) and draw a relationship to an event currently in the news, or from history.  This assignment is most beneficial when you look critically at history, our story, and draw meaningful connections.
Guidelines:

· Be at least (2) two pages of work
· Typed

· Double Spaced

· Arial or Times New Roman, 12 point font

· Please do not over summarize the plot of Montana 1948
· Contain relevant, powerful connections to something in your world right now

· Have fun, and explore your power as a writer
Hints:

· As you begin writing, think about your feelings on an issue, and what you want to say about it
· Although this does (obviously) include some personal response, please leave the personal pronoun “I” out of your work

Outline:


Intro:



Hook/TAG/1 sentence/Thesis


Body #1:



Explain the motif in the novel and begin to make connections


Body #2:



Make solid real world connections


Conclusion:



Bring your idea together in a solid, fluent manner
