Name: 
The Crucible  

Pre-Reading Webquest

For all questions, please type directly under the listed question.  Please follow all directions closely, whether on the assignment page or on this form.  Please be thorough and concise in your answers.  Always use complete sentences, and have fun!

Task 1: Joseph McCarthy and the Red Scare of the 1950’s
1. Please define what the Red Scare of the 1950’s was.

2. What was the House Un-American Activities Committee?

3. Who were the accused people?  Please name a few.

Questions for the video:

4. How did Joseph McCarthy rise to power?

5. What caused his downfall?

6. Please explain the quote: “Have you no sense of decency?”

Task 2: Arthur Miller and the Communist witch hunt

7. Why was Miller called before the House Un-American Activities Committee?

8. Given the context of the information on the page, please explain the quote, “they saw communism as a way out of a desperate situation.”

9. Who did Arthur Miller marry shortly after his appearance in front of the committee?

10. What was the subject matter of most of his plays?  How do you know this?
11. What was the subject matter of Miller’s work in the 1980’s?  Why?

Task 3: The Salem Witch Trials

12. The daughter and niece of whom became sick in 1692?  
13. 19 people were ______________, one man was ________________, and seventeen others died ________________ as a result of the witch trials.

14. What four factors “created a fertile ground for fear and suspicion” in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, according to the article?


a. 


b. 


c.


d.

15. A “belief in the power of the accused to use their invisible shapes or spectres to torture their victims” is known as what type of evidence?

Task 4: Hysteria in the United States and The McCarren Act
16. Please define the term “hysteria.”

17. How did McCarthy exploit the culture of fear in the United States at the time?
18. Why do you think McCarthy was able to do what he did?  

19. Please describe another instance in United States history where we lived in a culture of fear.  How do you know?

You may want to watch a video titled “The Cost of Freedom: The Patriot Act” on this site.  It provides great commentary.

After you have finished the four tasks, please write 1 paragraph defining what you have learned, what was the most valuable learning experience of the assignment, and the quality of the websites.  Please be specific.  Your input matters!
