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New Paltz Central School District 
Art 

High School/Drawing and Painting 
 

Field Study 
 
It is important for students at this level to be exposed to the world of art and realize that 
there is a very wide variety of work to explore. Field trips are very important teaching 
tools. Trips to local galleries are recommended: 
 

• Vassar College has an excellent collection and an interesting opportunity to 
interact with college age students studying the arts (the college provides a 
student Docent). 

 
• SUNY New Paltz is also a great opportunity. It is close and could be visited in 

one block’s time. 
 

• Olana State Park was the home of Hudson Valley artist Frederick Church. This 
trip creates an interesting opportunity for students to learn about how artists live, 
as well as make a living off of their art. It also allows students the opportunity to 
work on location (outside) and recreate some of the scenes they may have seen 
in the artist’s home. 

 
Homework 
 
Much of this class is geared toward teaching proper technique. Homework is an 
excellent opportunity for students to incorporate the techniques that they are learning 
into their own unique style. It reinforces the skills learned in class and helps broaden the 
scope of the class. Students are often asked to do their own research on various artists 
and artistic styles. It is also very important for an artist to be working on a regular basis; 
homework provides a structure for students to do so, as well as helps to create some 
artistic discipline. The pieces created at home are just as important as the work done in 
class. The pieces are expected to be complete and portfolio worthy. 
 
Critique 
 
It is very important for students to be able to properly evaluate a piece of art. There 
should be regular critique of art works, both student and professional pieces. 
 
 
 


