New Paltz Central School District
English 
Poetry II
(10 week Course)

	TIME
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
	SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS

	2 weeks
	Unit 1: Review of Historical Context and 20th Century Poetic Movements in Depth
· Why read poetry?

· How has poetry changed over time?
· How does form shape content?
	· Discuss Metaphysical, Romanticism, Victorian, American Renaissance, Modernism, Post-War, Contemporary, Spoken Word, 21st Century Contemporary 
· Define, explain, and discuss poetic forms and terms such as cinquain, ekprastic, psychological realism, conceit, free verse, pastiche, collage
· Analyze and examine more specific movements within 20th century poetry (Imagism, Black Mountain, Harlem Renaissance, Beat Poetry, San Francisco Renaissance, Confessional, Black Art, New Formalism)

	· Class discussion – essential questions

· Read aloud poetry selections (elocution)
· Verbal analysis of poetic forms
· Written pastiche
· Class/Group discussion—how specific movements evolved from and influenced others
· Create class wiki


	2 weeks
	Unit 2: 21st Century Poetry
· How does where poetry comes from reflect where it is now (and where it is going)?
	· Explore current poetry magazines online and in print
· Discriminate between valid and invalid online published poetry. 

· Create ways to share poetry via wikis
	· Class discussion – essential questions

· Written and verbal poem analysis

· Read aloud poetry selections (elocution)
· Written collage

· Find poems to bring in for group explication

· Class wiki posts/additions


	4 weeks
	Unit 3: Writing and Researching Poetry
· How do we discuss poetry?

· When is poetry finished? 
	· Explore philosophy of poetry

· Research and join an online poetry forum/blog
· Research a poetic movement or specific poet using invisible web

· Write poetry in individual style (finding voice)

· Create ways to share poetry via wikis
	· Class discussion of essential questions

· Poetry forum/blog posts
· Written interpretation of research

· Written poetry

· Class wiki posts/additions

	2 weeks
	Unit 4: Presenting and Publishing Poetry and Critique
· What is professional presentation?

· What does it mean to publish?

· How will we keep poetry alive?
	· Explore philosophy of poetry

· Participate in online poetry discussions
· Write poetry in individual style (finding voice)

· Create ways to share poetry via wikis and electronic portfolio
	· Class discussion of essential questions

· Poetry forum/blog posts
· Written poetry
· Class wiki posts/additions

· Final electronic portfolio and presentation 


*Depending on which semester the course runs, The National Poetry Recitation Competition preparation, practice, and participation will be included in the curriculum based on student interest.

Resources: Representative Poetry Online http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/display/indexpoet.html
Poems online

Academy of American Poets http://www.poets.org
Poems online

Poetry Superhighway  http://www.poetrysuperhighway.com/PoetLinks.html
video and sound recordings of poetry, poetry exchange online
National Poetry Recitation Contest   www.poetryoutloud.org
video and sound recordings of poetry, contest for interested students

Poetry Magazine and http://www.poetrymagazine.org/
New poets/poems, sound recordings
Poetry Daily http://www.poems.com/
Poems online

The Kenyon Review http://www.kenyonreview.org/kro/
Poems and Criticism online

Poetry Circle http://www.poetrycircle.com/index.php
Contemporary Poetry Forum
Vallum http://www.vallummag.com/
Online poetry and criticism

POEMS

Enlightenment/Metaphysical: “The World” George Herbert, “Death Be Not Proud” Donne Romanticism: “On the Medusa of Leonardo Da Vinci in the Florentine Gallery” Shelley Victorian: “The Buried Life” Arnold American Renaissance: “I Sing the Body Electric” (sections) Whitman  Modernism: “The Wasteland” (sections) Eliot Postwar: “June Light” Wilbur Contemporary:  

“The Somethin” Simic Spoken Word: “Compulsively Allergic to the Truth” Jeffrey McDaniel Saul Williams: The Seventh Octave
Audre Lourde: The Collected Poems of Audre Lorde Big Poppa E (Eirik Ott) Greatest Hits: Poems to Read Out Loud
21st Century: Margaret Atwood’s The Door, student choice, selections from Poetry Magazine and online sources
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