
New Paltz Central School District
English

Senior Workshop: Practical Writing and Literacy

(One Semester Course)

	Time

	Essential Questions/Content
	Skills
	Assessments

	7 Weeks
	Unit 1: Introduction

· What does it mean to be literate in the 21st century?

· How do we effectively communicate information? 

· What are the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information?

· How do we access and use information ethically and legally?
	· Define and discuss literacy
· Read and discuss professional essays
· Utilize electronic bulletin boards
· Write a research/exploration essay
· Define and explore plagiarism
· Analyze, access, manage, integrate, and evaluate information in a variety of forms
· Compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate information
· Evaluate web sites 
· Peer edit
	· Class discussion

· Moodle discussion

· Occupation Exploration research essay

· Internet scavenger hunt

· Google game

· Web site evaluation

· Compare/contrast research essay

· Resume

· Business letter

· Information literacy quiz

	3 weeks
	Unit 2: Visual and Media Literacy
· How do we know what we know?

· What thinkers and ways of thinking influence us now?
	· Understand the role of media in society
· Distinguish satire and parody from objective information 
· Understand and analyze the principles and elements of design
· Define, research, and explain the history of philosophical thought
· Understand, manage, and create multimedia communication in a variety of forms
	· Discussion of “The Onion”, “The Daily Show”, and other forms of news satire
· Editorial cartoon research project
· Moodle discussion
· Critique essay of a visual art form
· Reaction paper to a visual art form
· PowerPoint presentation
· Business plan
· Proposal 
· Written portfolio
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(One Semester Course)

	Time

	Essential Questions/Content
	Skills
	Assessments

	7 weeks
	Unit 3: Research and Essay Analysis
· How is information communicated in different forms?

· Where is argument?
	· Define and discuss persuasion and argumentation
· Read and discuss professional essays
· Utilize electronic bulletin boards
· Demonstrate teamwork and leadership
· Write a research/exploration essay
· Explore databases
· Frame, analyze, and solve problems
· Analyze, access, manage, integrate, and evaluate information in a variety of forms
· Demonstrate ethical behavior in workplace context
	· Class discussion
· Moodle discussion

· Mini research project 

· Argumentative research essay

· Business plan 

· Instructions/user guides

· Literary analysis essay

· Wiki construction



	3 weeks
	Unit 4: Self and Social Awareness

· Who are we?

· Who are we in society?
	· Understand the inter-connections among systems
· Develop, implement, and communicate new ideas to others

· Understand and analyze the principles and elements of design

· Exercise empathy and respect diversity

· Monitor one’s own learning needs and transfer learning from one domain to another

· Demonstrate analysis and evaluation of information literacy
	· Email discussion with students from other areas
· Moodle discussion

· Reaction paper to a commercial/advertisement

· Senior letter to self

· Electronic portfolio

· Final exam


New Paltz Central School District
English

Senior Workshop: Practical Writing and Literacy

Readings and Resources

· “The Media for Argument” (chapter four of The Informed Argument)
· “Persuasion” (chapter from Writing Clear Essays)
· Frames of Mind (DiYanni)
· Current events articles, visuals from the web
· “Explore Your Career Opportunities” USAJOBS. http://career.usajobs.opm.gov/
· Compare and Contrast Essay: Roane State Community College Online Writing Lab http://www.rscc.cc.tn.us/owlwritingcenter/OWL/Com_Con.html and “The Learning Web” from Houston Community College http://learning.sec.hccs.edu/members/carlton.downey/document.2005-02-14.3253128590
· Information Literacy: www.novemberlearning.com
· “Online Technical Writing” http://www.io.com/~hcexres/textbook/genlett.html
· Internet Public Library: http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/
· “Ethics in Photo journalism” http://nppa.org/professional_development/business_practices/ethics.html
http://www.pdnonline.com/pdn/features/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1002343598
http://commfaculty.fullerton.edu/lester/writings/photethics.html
· “It’s No Laughing Matter: Analyzing Political Cartoons” The Library of Congress

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/political_cartoon/model.html
· How to create a web site: http://www.2createawebsite.com/
· Anthology of Non-Fiction
· “Sports for the over 40 Person”

· “Thank God for the Atom Bomb”

· “In Praise of Sunshine Patriots”
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