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4 weeks Unit: Literature Circles 

 What is a close reading of a 

text? 

 How can I apply literary 

terminology to a student-

selected text? 

--------------------------------------- 

 Close reading of text 

 Literary terminology 

 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail 

its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 

conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop 

the theme. 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 

how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a 

text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 

time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, 

tension, or surprise. 

 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience 

reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 

drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 

different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or 

absent in each treatment. 

o Analyze works by authors or artists who represent 

diverse world cultures. 

 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material 

in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic 

from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by 

Shakespeare). 

 Group paragraphs 
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   By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the 

grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

 Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, 

aesthetically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, 

ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations. 

o Self-select text to respond and develop innovative 

perspectives. 

o Establish and use criteria to classify, select, and evaluate 

texts to make informed judgments about the quality of 

the pieces. 

 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read and 

researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 

research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 

well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

o Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and 

decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes 

on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear 

goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

o Propel conversations by posing and responding to 

questions that relate the current discussion to broader 

themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into 

the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions. 
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  o Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 

points of agreement and disagreement, and, when 

warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 

understanding and make new connections in light of the 

evidence and reasoning presented. 

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 

concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of  

reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and 

style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

 

 

 

 


