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Test Dates for SAT & ACT: 
 
SAT Test Dates:  
Dec 5 (Register by Nov 5) 
Jan 23 (Register by Dec 28)  
Mar 5 (Register by Feb 5)  
May 7 (Register by Apr 8)  
Jun 4 (Register by May 5) 
www.collegeboard.org  
 
ACT Test Dates:  
Dec 12 (Register by Nov 6) 
Feb 6 (Register by Jan 8)  
Apr 9 (Register by Mar 4)  
June 11 (Register by May 6)  
www.actstudent.org  
NPHS CEEB CODE: 
333355 * If you are eligible for Free/
Reduced lunch you can get a Fee Waiver. 
See your counselor for a form. 

Check out the Guidance Website 
 Scholarships  
 Spring and Fall SAT and ACT Dates and Deadlines 
 June Regents Exam Information and Teacher Review Schedules  
 Information on community service, working papers, and much 

more  
Please check-in with us as information is updated frequently. 

www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us/highschool 
  

Important Reminder for Seniors 
You should be working on your applications, essay and requesting 
teacher letters of recommendation.  Be mindful of your application 
deadlines.  Be sure to log on to your Naviance account regularly to 
update your transcript request and list of schools.  See your counselor 
if you need any assistance!   
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Sarah Oles  

 
soles@newpaltz.k12.ny.us  

9th  A - F 

10th A - K 

11th A - D 

12th A - Khan 

Jessica Peterson  

 
jpeterson@newpaltz.k12.ny.us 

9th  O-Z 

10th P-Z 

11th N-Z 

12th M-Z 

Stephanie Shoemaker 

Director of Guidance 

sshoemaker@newpaltz.k12.ny.us 

9th  G-N 

10th L-O 

11th E-M 

12th KOCH-L 

School Counselors 
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“No penalty for wrong answers is one big change 

High school students who take the SAT in 2016 will face a 
very different test than those who came before them. 
From an increase in curriculum-based questions to a 
revamped essay section, here are the seven ways the SAT 
is changing next year:  

1) Free test prep: Thanks to a new partnership with Khan 
Academy, students will be able to access high-quality 
online test prep without signing up for programs like 
Princeton Review or Kaplan, which are often difficult for 
students from low-income families to afford. The Khan 
Academy test prep has an exclusive relationship with the 
College Board, which designs the SAT, meaning the free 
prep might also be the best prep.  

2) No penalty for wrong answers: Students won’t be 
penalized for wrong answers anymore, which means an 
end to the days of staring at the bubble sheet and 
guessing whether it’s worth it to guess.  

3) Revamped essay: Instead of penning a personal essay 
for the writing section, students taking the new SAT will be 
asked to read a passage and then explain how the author 
is persuading the audience. The essay question will be 
consistent and will be widely available before the test, but 
the students won’t see the passage until they take the 
test.  

4) Evidence-focused reading: Just like the new essay 
section, the reading section will also be more focused on 
evidence. Students will be asked a question about the text, 
and then asked which piece of evidence best supports that 

answer. That means if you get the first question wrong, it 
could be difficult to get the second question right.  

5) No more obscure vocabulary: Instead of quizzing 
students on words they’ll never use again like “abrogate” 
or “plaudit,” the new SAT asks students to define a word 
based on how it’s used in context. Sample questions show 
familiar words that can have various meanings—for 
example, “intense” can mean “concentrated,” “emotional” 
or “determined,” depending on the context.  

6) More graphs and charts: The new test will have an 
increased emphasis on questions that make students infer 
information from graphs and charts, especially in the 
reading section. Students will also be asked to revise 
sentences in order to make them consistent with 
information in graphs.  

7) More great texts: The new SAT reading section will 
include excerpts from U.S. founding documents like the 
Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights, as well 
as other important works by authors including Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Students will not be expected to be familiar with the 
documents beforehand (so it’s not like an Advanced 
Placement History test) but they are included to make 
sure the SAT is more relevant and more closely aligned to 
what kids are actually learning in school.”  

Article: Charolette Alter June, 2 2015  www.time.com  
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7 Ways the SAT is Changing:  

 

Ulster County Mental Health & Crisis Resources:  
Suicide Prevention:  1-800-273-TALK  
24 Hr. Crisis Hotline (845) 679-2485  

Ulster Co. Mobile Crisis Unit (844) 227-4820  
Institute for Family Health (845) 338-2562  

Astor Services (845) 340-4105 

Unique App Designed To Help Users Recognize 

Warning Signs And Quickly Get Help  

The SPEAK app is designed to help users easily access and recognize the signs of 

suicide in friends and family and get them the help they need, fast. It's not a 

substitute for professional diagnosis and treatment, but rather a "first line of 

defense" that offers some solid information and useful tools that they can use 

to help someone they love make it through a difficult time.  

Healthy Ulster County SPEAK 

Suicide Prevention, Education & Awareness Kit 

The app can be downloaded from the iPhone App Store and Google Play Store 


