GENERIC STRUCTURE OF A RESEARCH PAPER

ABSTRACT:

· An abstract summarizes, usually in one paragraph of 300 words or less, the major aspects of the entire paper in a prescribed sequence that includes: 1) the overall purpose of the study and the research problem(s) you investigated; 2) the basic design of the study; 3) major findings or trends found as a result of your analysis; and, 4) a brief summary of your interpretations and conclusions.
INTRODUCTION:

· There should be several references to other published articles cited. 

· Previously cited research should be arranged in a logical order showing the path the author 
followed to his present work.

Hypothesis:

· There should be a clear statement of either one or more hypotheses or of a problem to be solved.

· The hypothesis/problem statement should proceed from the last stated reference in


       the introduction. It should be ‘the next logical step.’

METHODOLOGY:

· If the research follows an established protocol, does it follow precisely? Is the protocol that is used, cited?

· If it follows an established protocol only in part, is the deviation stated with reasons for the departure?

· If a new protocol is invented it should be so stated.

RESULTS:

· If there is more than a single simple hypothesis, the results should be presented in the order of the hypotheses they represent

· Graphics (graphs, charts, diagrams) should be used and should clearly show what the data represent.

· Graphs, tables, and charts should be correctly titled. Graph axes and variables should be labeled.

DISCUSSION:

· All data, whether graphic or textual, must be discussed relative to the hypothesis in a logical 
order.

· The discussion must give greater clarity to the hypothesis/problem statement.

CONCLUSION:

· The findings of the present research must be clearly and simply stated.
