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IMPORTANT: NUMBER OF PATCHES OR C
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A metapopulation is a collection of discrete population patches, in which individual
patches may typically go extinct and be recolonized. Is the long-term viability of the
metapopulation helped more by adding new patches or by increasing the number of
migration pathways between existing patches?

Adding patches increases the overall population of the organism, and makes a total
extinction less likely by increasing the sheer number of patches which would have to
go extinct.

Adding migration pathways increases the likelihood of recolonization of extinct
pathways, by giving extinct patches more sources for immigration.
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