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                                                  “Endeavor to Persevere”


Everyone remembers that one kid.  Always picked last in gym, not the most coordinated, struggles at every sport he plays.  Yeah, that’s me.  It’s pretty tough not being the most athletically gifted person in the world, especially when sports are your entire life.  When at any moment you might be in front of the computer looking at the latest baseball rumors, it hurts to have trouble hitting the occasional wiffle ball, catching the football every now and then or not being able to hit a golf ball more than 100 yards no matter how many lessons you take.


But still, “endeavor to persevere” as my history teacher says, and so I do.  All of my friends play sports (extremely well) so I am not going to let my extreme lack of natural talent get to me.  When we play football I’ll play and I’ll make sure that once I get the ball, I will not get tackled…that is if I get the ball.  When we play tennis I make sure all of my shots are perfect, that is…if I can hit it in.  I try as hard as anybody to succeed at sports and even though I normally don’t, I still have fun, that is…when I can get involved.  

From all my reading, watching and attempted playing, I have learned one thing about myself.  I need to be around sports in my life otherwise I cannot think of anything making me happy.  So, I began a search.  I wrote about sports for my school newspaper, but I did not feel close enough to the action.  Then, last year, the baseball coach approached me about announcing PA for the games.  Why hadn’t I ever thought of such a brilliant idea?  People liked what they heard because I got more offers.  From the “Powder-Puff” football game to soccer games, BLANK SMITH quickly became the voice of New Paltz High School Sports. I love every minute of it.  I feel as though I am part of the team, and I love getting the crowd pumped up.  I even have my very own weekly show on the morning announcements to re-cap the week in sports.

I have found my calling.  I am involved in sports and I get to share my passion and joy with hundreds of people every week.  As I walk down the hall in school and have people from students to teachers pat me on the back saying, “You were hilarious on the PA last night,” or “I can’t wait for Wednesday to see your show,” or even my signature sign off line which is quickly catching on; “I’m BLANK and you’re not,” I get a feeling inside; a feeling that this is what I need to do with my life.  I need to spread my love of sports to other people, and I can.  That is why I want to go to your college; I feel that the communications program here gives me the best opportunity to share my passion with as many people as possible.  Who cares that I have trouble hitting the occasional wiffle ball, catching the football every now and then or not being able to hit a golf ball more then 100 yards no matter how many lessons I take?  Not me, that’s for sure.

